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What are we trying to do?

Climate FuturesResearch Shape

An informed but innovative contribution…

…that can be communicated effectively

…perhaps something interdisciplinary?

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

“What are –or could be –our key contributions to 
researching and shaping climate futures?”
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What Makes for a good poster?

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

Tells a Clear & Compelling Story

Title
Introduction/Motivation

Knowledge Gap
Methods/Strategy

Conclusion/Call to Action

Don’t forget to add references for your research – and all the 
images!

Balancing Act 
Stand on its own vs. compliment your presentation

Scientifically sound vs. attention-grabbing

Effective Visual Design

 Legible and not too much text
 Combo of visual/textual information 

(min. 50:50, but better 60:40)
 efficient use of space
 accessible
 clear structure and sequence



Understanding
You Audience

Studio SICCS

30
 A

p
ril 20

26

What to Think About?

Know your audience…. Decide on your core message….

the extended CLICCS/ SICSS community…
Student peers

Professors
Academics

Non-Academic Personnel

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

What knowledge can be assumed?
What language will be used?

Which message do I want to convey?
What should be the main takeaway?
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How to go about structuring Poster?

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

1. Topic, relevance for audience 
(motivation)
2. Starting point, current situation, the 
problem/knowledge gap
3. Description of improvement – where 
do I want to go?
4. Path to solution, methods, tools, 
strategies
5. Generalization

What does this mean for audience?
What is the take-home message?
Summary

Ta
lk
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Preparation

• Thinking, researching, collecting materials
• What do I want to say? (1 sentence)
• Sorting (5-step procedure):

Strategies for finding the story?
 Structure around headers
 Start with figures and adapt 

text accordingly.

 Narrow down to core 
components: outline on paper 
or try explaining it to another 
person

 Test draft before committing! 
Get feedback from your peers!
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Layout

Column Layout Z - Pattern Layout

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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fonts
• Use 1–2 font families max for a clean, unified look

• Prefer sans-serif fonts (like Monserrat, Arial, Calibri) over serif fonts (like 
Times New Roman, Georgia, Garamond) for body text and headings— highly 
readable from a distance

• Minimum sizes for A0 posters:
32 pt for body text
48 pt+ for headings

• Avoid italics, underlines, or ALL CAPS for large text blocks — they 
reduce readability

• Maintain consistent line spacing and alignment (left-align is best for 
blocks)

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures



Design Principles 
and Tips

Studio SICCS

30
 A

p
ril 20

26

Color theory
…can be confusing 

Instead, try…

For colors:

60 – 30 – 10 rule

PurposePortion of PosterRole

Sets the base tone, makes 
it feel cohesive

Background or large 
blocks

60% Primary

Adds visual interest 
without chaos

Supporting areas (text 
boxes, sidebars)

30% Secondary

Draws attention where 
you need it most

Headlines, buttons, 
icons

10% Accent

For contrast:

4.5:1 minimum rule

• Consider the ratio between text color and 
background color brightness. 

• Higher the ratio, more readable it is.

Example:
Black text on a white(ish) background = high 
contrast (≈21:1)

Grey text on light yellow = low contrast 
(<4.5:1 = bad)

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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Examples – what works 
for you? what doesn’t?

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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Softwares

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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Cite your Sources!

• Anything that is not your idea must be cited as such

• Free choice of citation format (APA, MLA, IEEE, etc.)

• In-text citations – text vs. numbering

• References at the bottom – full references is preferable, QR 

code + important citations is ok if references are very long

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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UHH Logos

Do not edit these!! 
Guidance on use: https://www.kus.uni-hamburg.de/themen/oeffentlichkeitsarbeit/corporate-design/logo.html

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures



Bringing It All 
Together

Studio SICCS

30
 A

p
ril 20

26

Summary
• Tell a clear and compelling story

• Don’t data dump. Guide your reader with a clear flow from motivation to message.
• Flow > details: Sketch structure and experiment before jumping into design.

• Know your audience: keep it accessible, easy to scan and audience-appropriate

• Effective and accessible design
• Requirements: A0 size, with proper citations & logos (UHH, CLICCS)
• Layout & design: choose between column or Z-pattern structure or find your own style.
• Colour: Balance palette (60-30-10 color rule) + contrast check (4.5:1 minimum) + colour-blind 

friendly.
• Text: Keep fonts simple, consistent and big enough (32 pt for body text, 48 pt+ for headings). 

Use sans-serif fonts. Ensure clean alignment.

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

General Poster Feedback: Speed-Dating (June 11th) & Poster Clinic (June 25th).

Reach out to me (Kat) if you have any questions!
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Additional Guidance

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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More Structural advice…

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

 Can be read from top left to lower right. 
 Stress positions: top left and lower right, here you find 

the core information.

 Balance visuals and text: 50:50, but better 60:40 (start 
with key visuals; do they cover the main point?).
 Can be understood from far/ on an A4 print-out.
 Use headers to structure your poster.
 Start with figures and adapt text accordingly. (NOT 

the other way around!)
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More Structural advice…

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures

Introduction

 Motivation, overview

 Mental road map

 Raise interest

 Clear description of  
problem/knowledge gap

 Clear statement on 
objectives/research 
questions/hypotheses

Sections

 Structure

 Create re-entry points

Closing

 Repeat core message

 Find good closing sentence
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Some helpful websites
• Extract a custom color palette from any image you upload:

Color Palette from Image – ColorKit

• Generate pretty color combos from scratch:
Create a Palette – Coolors

• Check if your colors play nice and pass the accessibility check:
Color Contrast Checker – Coolors

• Design typography scales and preview font pairings with custom 
settings:
Typescale - Create stunning typography, generate CSS, and find 
inspiration.

Researching and Shaping Climate Futures
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references
https://ohiostate.pressbooks.pub/scientificposterguide/chapter/scientific-posters/

https://colorkit.co/color-palette-from-image/

https://coolors.co/574d68-c6a15b-f2e86d-d3dfb8-dd1c1a

https://coolors.co/contrast-checker/565656-ffffff

https://typescale.com/
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